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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST 


Mora! jEsthettcs. 


BT BTRON B TOMBAUGH. 

bathetic is the science of the beautiful. Beau- 
ty, both physical and psychical, has been admired 
from the *ime of the singing of Creation's matin 
lyric and doubtless, willing worshipers will bow 
before her shrine until the regal sun of intelligence 
shall sink behind the towering Bum mil of terres- 
trial existence, and the vesper hallelujah chorus, 
announcing the closing scenes of man's pilgrimage. 
shall be ebanted by the holy Archangels beyond 
the dark and mystic river in the celestial city of 
God. Beauty consists of a realization of an idea 
in an external form. We think the True, we will 
the Good, we apprehend the Beautiful. 

bathetic culture is to character what the apex 
ia to the pyramid ; it places man under the <-asy 
yoke of taste and prepare* him to appreciate all 
that is beautiful in the universe. 

. E -i hetic includes far more than the study of 
Literature, lar more than the ornamentation of 
person and parlor, fur more than the urbanity of the 
polished elite of modem society. There is a deep- 
er and better meaning Beauty is more admirable 
when ornamented by truth, it is more bcautious 
when perfected by goodness. This hidden mean- 
ing is revealed by the thoughtful contemplation of 
nature's plan as shown in all her work. The beau- 
tiful among the sciences is Everest among moun- 
tains, Mediterranean among seas, and the United 
States among governments. 

What may be termed physical ^Esthetics is 
alike apprehended by all. The wild man of the 
west and the heathen of the east can have an ap- 
preciation of natural beauty, approximately in per- 
fection very nearly lo the more proper conception 
of the cultured individual. The untutored sus- 
ceptibility then, has afield broad, beautilul, bound- 
less for its emotions. From the summit ol flecla 
to the far away Patagonia, and from the lowlands 
of France to the peaks of the orient the handiwork 
of the Creator is exhibited in numberless shapes 
and forms. An inspection of these wonders ne- 
cessitates an arousal of the feelings of sublimity. 
The geysers of Greenland, the snowy plains and 
lofty peaks of Asia, the barren wastes of the 
"Dark Continent," the dense Forests of Brazil, 
and the mighty rivers and silvery lakes ol our own 
beloved land are transparent manifestations ol the 
Divine conception of natural beauty. 

Intellectual ^Esthetics may be defined as the 
mind's capability tor the appreciation of symmet- 
rical and com pat alive science. Long ago, Lord 
Bacon said, "knowledge is [lower ;" I say knowl- 
edge is happiness. An old proverb says "When 
ignorance is bliss 'tis lolly to be wise ;" I say hap- 
piness without intelligence is like a rose without 
its scent. 

What word is sent down the ages from ancient 
Greece to us V Does it tell us of the classic feat- 
ures of Lycurgus'r Do ws learn primarily of the 
strong at m and sonorous voice of Demosthenes V 
What would classic features accomplish if not ac- 
oom panted by intellectuality ? What good would 
a cultivated oratorical voice do pronouncing mean- 
ingless expressions? 

The sombre cloud that hung over the sunny 
south during the sixticB was kept there four years 
by base ignorance, and then swept away by ethical 
intelligence. Prejudice is ignorance. The leaders 
of Lhe lie bell ion were proud and prejudiced, and 
these qualities made them treacherous traitors. 
The mass ot southern people were without learn- 
ing, and wire therefore degraded in morals; be- 
neath the brute in thought an act; without a single 
proper conception of truth and right. In the 
north, intellectuality is recognized as the golden 
key to open the door of success, and by its iiBe, to 
satitate the desires ot a laudable ambition. The 
cloud has been swept away. That was a great 
sacrifice. Friend, you who lost a son in that 
great war, know whereof I speak. Your boy may 
have fallen in the fierce struggle while bravely 
fighting for his country ; he may have been cap 
tured, treated with inhuman cruelty at Andenon- 
ville, and died in that loathsome prison-pen — a 
martyr for American liberty. Tou know not the 
time when, nor the place where the uncoffined re- 
main! of that dear one were given back to earth ; 


yoti only know that somewhere in the southc-rn dime, 
thix beautiful spring day, ihc Magnolia with noble 
bearing waves her green leaves over a hidden 
mound which contains him who was her pride and 
hope until that bitter day when you realized that 
your son was dead. That was a great sacrifice ! 
But by it, thii glorious sun of five intelligence has 
been made to shine through th^ murky mist of 
misguided ignorance, to disjH-1 the dark doctrine 
of State Rights, urn) lo melt the chainB of slavery. 
The beauty of intelligence! Nothing is nobler cx- 
ctpi the religion of Christ. 

Moral ^Esthetics ! The first kind of beau j is 
cognized by all humanity ; the next is recognized 
and appreciated by the learned ; the last is con- 
ceived and adored by the good. 

The chief distinction hetween the lower animals 
and man is that to their sense and understanding, 
he has the additional faculty ol reason. To their 
sentient susceptibility, he adds the scientific, the 
Ethic and the Theistic. To their executive energy 
in the sense, he adds that of the soul ami of the 
spirit. The finer the organism the greater the 
capability for enjoyment. Intelligent man is in- 
finitely superior to the sensual bruits ; yet it is 
possible to conceive ol an individual whom to man 
i« an intellectual giant, and lo God is a moral 
nothing. Intellectuality without Christian moral- 
ity is like a beautiful tree with out fruit. Some 
time in the great future, the Master will say, "It 
is woithless ; eut it down and cast it into the fire." 

As Philosophic Emotions are naturally exper- 
ienced before the Theistic, so also our concepts ol 
the true must logically precede those of the good. 
The more intelligent we niv then, the higher will 
be our standard of morality. In this golden age 
of Literature, ignorance is worse than a crime. 
Complete nescience is not attended by the least de- 
gree of happiness, nor the realization of a single 
conception of right. "A little learning," in this 
connection, is not "a dangerous thing;" but tlie 
cultured mind — which is able to pass from sen- 
ttency 'o scientific attainments is the one which 
can most readily appreciate Moral ./Esthetics by 
looking from nature up to nature's Creator, and by 
searching out, and communing in and with "the 
deep things of God." 

We should ever cultivate our taste for all kinds 
of beauty. By so doing, we are made gentler, pur- 
er, nobler. Our nature expands, our life grows 
sunnier, and our faith in God grnws brighter when 
we can thus feel and know His goodness and love 
as manifested by the beautiful things around us. 

Beauty and purity are so intimately related that 
to become an admirer of the one, and at the same 
time to be insensible to the enarms of the other is 
an utter impossibilty. By cultivating a taste for 
the lormer, the executive energy is indirectly fretd 
lrom sense domination ; its standard and rule ts> 
changeless, and "a thin^ of beauty is a joy for- 
ever." 

Odell, Pa. 


International Sunday Sehool Lessons. 


BY KEV. F. U. HARUKEAVES. 

Lesson 9. May 30th. 

JESUS FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND. 

John vi, 1-21. Golden Text,' John vt, 35. 
Time, A. D. 29, in April. Place, the plain ol 
Butaiah, on the N. E. side of the Sea Galilee. 

Nearly a year has passed since our last lesson ; a 
year which has been full of wonderful events in 
the life of our Lord -ind those with whom He came 
in contact. Crowds daily gathered to hear Him 
speak and they continually brought their sick and 
disabled to Him for healing. With His disciples 
He took a boat and went over the Galilean lake to 
a spot which was uninhabited and lonely, that 
He might the more easily hear His disciples tell 
the story of their recent missionary work, and that 
He Himself might have needed rest. His move- 
ments were watched and on His arrival He lound 
a large concourse of people waiting for Him. As 
His boat drew near the Bhore He could see the 
grassy slopes covered with people who had followed 
Him, Passing amongst them, He healed their 
sick with a word or a touch divine, and then seat- 
ing Himself He taught them of those higher spirit- 
ual truths, which He came to teach and died to 


seal. Toward the close of day II is disciples Iszcatue 
anxious on account of there beii.g such a large 
crowd, 5,000 men besides women and children, 
out in that lonely place without loud. They want- 
ed Christ to send Ihcm away so that Uiey uiight 
go to the neighboring villages and buy food for 
l hems. Ives. But He told His disciples that they 
must feed the tnultitnde. An inventory of their 
stock of food revealed five barley loaves and two 
small dried or pickled fishes. They tell the story 
of the large quantity it required and their own ina 
bility to fill it, to Christ, who at once gives orders 
to have the people seated in companies of fifties 
and hundreds. Thus sitting in companies, their 
richly colored Oriental ^costumes bright in the glow 
of the setting sun made a picture, which reminded 
Mark of a flower garden, and he describes them 
as sitting in ranks, or 'literally, garden plats. 
Then Jesus took the loaves and the lisiics and 
blessed them and gave to His disciples and they 
gave to the multitude and when they had all eaten 
enough there were still twelve baskets oi wallets 
full left of the fragments. There was more in the 
end than there was at the beginning. 

Impressed with ibis wonderful miracle the peo- 
ple determined that this was the Messiah. Their 
idea was that the Messiah would be a temporal 
ruler who would strike the deathblow of lloman 
power and set their country free. The> began 
whispering among themselves and it soon became 
apparent that they desired to take Jesus to Jerusa- 
lem and proclaim Him king. This temptation ol 
material power had always been before Him and 
He had always thrown it aside. Now He sends 
His disciples back to the boat, and dismissing the 
multitude He retires to a lonely place to pray. 
Tired of waiting, the disciples push off from shore 
and are caught in a terrible storm. When it 
seemed as though they could not possibly survive 
it and make land they are suddenly htailled by 
seeing Christ walking on the water. At His word 
the wind is hushed to silence, the storm obeys its 
Master, and they reach the land in safety. 

LESSON THOUGHTS. 

1. Christ can still the storms of life. 

2. Christ feeds the hungry seul with the bread 
of life. 

3. God uses means ; the disciples distributed the 
bread. 

A. Christ always helped those in Heed, Let 
Him help you. 


Retribution. 
The rich railroad and other Sabbath-breaking 
and God-defying coporations realize that smolder- 
ing volcanic forces threaten them with ruin and 
over- throw. We have mingled freely with the 
strickers in their uprisings with a purpose to feel 
the pulse of the movements. The ferment and 
terrorism have not nearly culminated. The real 
cause of this unrest and feverishness lies far back 
of the ordinary relations of capital and labor. 
These rich, soulless and corrupt companies have 
trained hundreds of thousands ol' men to Sabbath 
desecration. They have bribed them to barter 
conscience and to trample upon the Bible for 
bread. God will curse every capitalist whose 
steam whistles are shrieking upon his holy Sab- 
baths, lie will turn lose the hungry and desper- 
ate hordes whom they have debauched by Sabbath 
breaking. "Woe to him that increaseth that 
which is not his ! how long ? and to him that lad- 
eth himself with thick clay ! Shall they not rise 
up suddenly that shall bite thee, and awaken 
suddenly that shall vex thee, and thou shall be 
for booties unto them ?" Hab. 2 : ti, 7. Hardened 
men, sulified by Sabbath breaking, will seize 
them like wild beasts, One of them can spread a 
track, or fire au oil train or freight house in a mo- 
ment. "Wherefore thus saith the Holy one of 
Israel. Because ye despise this word, and trust 
in oppression and pervcraness and stay thereon ; 
therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach 
ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose 
breaking cometh suddenly in an instant." Isa. 30 : 
12, 13. — Cynosure, 


He only is a well-made man who has a good de- 
termination. 


